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How to Use This Book

Step 1 — Take the Pre-Test (Chapter 0). Do not skip it. Each wrong answer maps to a specific chapter

so you know exactly where to focus.

Step 2 — Read Chapters 1 and 2 first. Chapter 1 shows the master 4×4 grid and the R-S-M-N fingerprint.

Chapter 2 explains why cases exist. Everything else builds on these two chapters.

Step 3 — Work in order. Each chapter fills in one piece of the grid. The colour code is consistent: Blue =

NOM, Red = AKK, Green = DAT, Purple = GEN.

Step 4 — Do the Trap Pairs. Five minimal-pair sentences at the end of every chapter. Do not read past

them.

Step 5 — Read the answer key reasoning, not just the answer. A correct answer you cannot explain is a

lucky guess.

Step 6 — Finish with Chapter 12. The 100-sentence drill chapter. Aim for 90% before considering

yourself done.
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C H A P T E R  0

Pre-Test

Find out exactly which chapters you need — and skip the ones you already know.

Instructions

Work through all 20 sentences below. Don't look anything up. Write your best guess. The point is not a

perfect score — it is an honest map of where your gaps are.

After the test, check your answers. Each question links to the chapter that fixes the exact mistake you

made.

Estimated time: 15 minutes.

Part A — Gender (Chapters 1 & 3)

Fill in der, die or das.

1. ___ Bruder wohnt in Berlin. (brother)

2. ___ Küche ist sauber. (kitchen)

3. ___ Mädchen lacht. (girl)

4. ___ Freundschaft ist wichtig. (friendship)

5. ___ Zug fährt ab. (train)

Part B — Nominative vs. Accusative (Chapters 4 & 5)

Fill in the correct form of der / die / das.

1. ___ Hund bellt. (NOM — subject)

2. Ich sehe ___ Hund. (AKK — direct object)

3. Sie kauft ___ Buch. (AKK)

4. ___ Lehrer erklärt die Aufgabe. (NOM)

5. Wir besuchen ___ Freundin. (AKK)
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Part C — Dative (Chapter 6)

Fill in dem, der or den (+ noun ending where needed).

1. Ich helfe ___ Mann. (DAT)

2. Sie gibt ___ Kind einen Keks. (DAT)

3. Er wohnt bei ___ Schwester. (DAT — with preposition)

4. Wir fahren mit ___ Bus. (DAT — with preposition)

5. Ich danke ___ Lehrerin. (DAT)

Part D — Genitive, Ein-words & Possessives (Chapters 7–9)

1. Das ist das Auto ___ Vaters. (GEN — masculine)

2. Das ist das Buch ___ Lehrerin. (GEN — feminine)

3. Ich habe k___ Bruder. (kein — MASC NOM)

4. Das ist ___ mein Buch? — Ja, das ist mein / meins / meines? (possessive — standalone)

5. Er liebt sein / seinen Hund. (possessive — MASC AKK)

Score & Chapter Map

Count your wrong answers. Use the table below to go directly to the chapter you need.

Questions Topic If you struggled → go to

1–5 Noun gender Ch 3 — Gender Without Guessing

6 Nominative subject Ch 4 — Nominativ

7–10 Accusative Ch 5 — Akkusativ

11–15 Dative Ch 6 — Dativ

16–17 Genitive Ch 7 — Genitiv

18 kein Ch 8 — Ein / Eine / Einen

19–20 Possessives Ch 9 — Mein / Dein / Sein / Ihr

If you scored 18–20: Skim Chapters 10–12 (demonstratives, adjective endings, drills). You're close

to fluency.
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If you scored 12–17: Work chapters in the order they appear. The grid in Chapter 1 will tie

everything together.

If you scored below 12: Start at Chapter 1. Read straight through. Every chapter builds on the last.

Read Your Mistakes Like a Teacher

Do not just count the total. Look at the type of mistake you made.

Mistake pattern What it usually means Fix first

You miss 1–5 randomly Gender is not secure yet Chapter 3

You get subjects right but direct

objects wrong

You know nouns, but not sentence roles Chapters 4–

5

You freeze as soon as a preposition

appears

You are guessing case from meaning instead of

memorising triggers

Chapter 6

You get 16–17 wrong but 11–15 right Dative is better than genitive Chapter 7

You miss 18–20 but earlier parts are

fine

Core article grid is solid, but article families are

not connected

Chapters 8–

10

You know the article but not the full

noun phrase

The next bottleneck is adjective endings Chapter 11

Your fastest route after the test

Missed mostly Part A: do Chapters 1, 3, and 4.

Missed mostly Part B: do Chapters 2, 4, and 5.

Missed mostly Part C: do Chapter 6 twice, one day apart.

Missed mostly Part D: do Chapters 7–9 as one unit.

Missed a little everywhere: read the whole book in order. Mixed mistakes usually mean the system

has not yet fused into one map.

ANSWER  KEY Answer Key

(Detailed reasoning for every answer)

1. Der — Bruder (brother) → masculine. Male family members are nearly always masculine (der Bruder,

der Vater, der Onkel). → Ch 3.
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2. Die — Küche (kitchen) → feminine. Nouns ending -e are frequently feminine (but not always — see Ch

3 suffix rules). → Ch 3.

3. Das — Mädchen (girl) → neuter! Any noun with the diminutive suffix -chen is neuter, regardless of

real-world gender. → Ch 3.

4. Die — Freundschaft (friendship) → feminine. Suffix -schaft always → die. → Ch 3.

5. Der — Zug (train) → masculine. Most transport vehicles ending in a consonant cluster lean masculine.

→ Ch 3.

6. Der — Hund (dog) → masculine. NOM subject. → Ch 4.

7. Den — Hund → MASC + AKK = the one weird cell. der → den. → Ch 5.

8. Das — Buch (book) → neuter. NOM and AKK are identical for neuter, so no change: das Buch. → Ch 5.

9. Der — Lehrer (teacher, male) → masculine. NOM subject stays der. → Ch 4.

10. Die — Freundin → feminine. AKK feminine = same as NOM: die. → Ch 5.

11. Dem — MASC + DAT = dem. Helfen always takes dative. → Ch 6.

12. Dem — NEUT + DAT = dem. → Ch 6.

13. Der — FEM + DAT = der. (bei + DAT) → Ch 6.

14. Dem — MASC + DAT = dem. (mit + DAT) → Ch 6.

15. Der — FEM + DAT = der. Danken takes dative. → Ch 6.

16. Des — MASC + GEN = des (+ -s or -es on the noun). → Ch 7.

17. Der — FEM + GEN = der. → Ch 7.

18. Kein — MASC + NOM = kein (mirrors ein; no ending in NOM masculine). → Ch 8.

19. Meins — standalone possessive (no noun follows) adds -s in NOM neuter: meins. → Ch 9.

20. Seinen — MASC + AKK possessive = seinen (mirrors einen). → Ch 9.

Retake Tracker

Use the table below after every review cycle. The goal is not a perfect streak. The goal is to see which

error family disappears first.

8



Date Score /20 Weakest part Chapters to revisit Retake date

Attempt 1

Attempt 2

Attempt 3

Attempt 4

When to retake this test

Retake after Chapter 6 if cases still feel abstract.

Retake after Chapter 9 if possessives and ein-words still blur.

Retake after Chapter 12 if you want a final benchmark.

If your score goes up but one section stays weak, that is progress. It tells you exactly where the next 30

minutes should go.

Now open Chapter 1. Your grid is waiting.
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C H A P T E R  1

The One Grid That Rules Them All

Every article, possessive, and adjective ending in German comes from ONE 4×4 grid —

memorize it once, and 80% of your "der/die/das" struggle disappears.

The Master Grid

MASC (der-

nouns)

NEUT (das-

nouns)

FEM (die-

nouns)

PLURAL

NOM (subject) der / ein / mein das / ein / mein die / eine /

meine

die / — / meine

AKK (direct

object)

den / einen /

meinen ⚠️

das / ein / mein die / eine /

meine

die / — / meine

DAT (indirect) dem / einem /

meinem

dem / einem /

meinem

der / einer /

meiner

den …n / — /

meinen …n

GEN

(possession)

des …s / eines /

meines

des …s / eines /

meines

der / einer /

meiner

der / — / meiner

The Only "Weird" Cell

Look at the grid again. Circle the cell marked ⚠️.

MASC + AKK is the only place where the article actually changes shape:

der → den

Everything else? The article either stays the same as NOM, or follows a tiny predictable pattern. If you

remember only one thing from this book: masculine accusative is the troublemaker.

The R-S-M-N Fingerprint

Read the masculine column top to bottom:
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NOM: der

GEN: des

DAT: dem

AKK: den

R  —  S  —  M  —  N

Say it out loud five times. That's your fingerprint.

The neuter column ends in s-s-m-s (das, des, dem, das).

The feminine column ends in die-der-der-die.

These are not random. They rhyme. Your ear will learn them before your brain does.

Three Article Families — Same Grid, Tiny Variations

Family Example How it relates to the grid

Definite (der, die, das) der Mann, die Frau,

das Kind

THE grid. Everything else is a variation.

Indefinite (ein, eine) ein Mann, eine

Frau, ein Kind

Same endings as definite, EXCEPT NOM-masc

and NOM/AKK-neut drop the ending

Possessive (mein, dein, sein,

ihr, unser, euer)

mein Mann, deine

Frau

Behave exactly like ein + possessive stem

Negative (kein) kein Mann, keine

Frau

Same as ein / mein

Demonstrative (dieser, jeder,

welcher)

dieser Mann Behave exactly like der

Big picture: there are really only TWO patterns in this whole book — "der-words" and "ein-words."

One noun through three families

Watch what happens when the same noun moves through the three major families:
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Function Definite Ein-word Der-word

NOM MASC der Mann ein Mann dieser Mann

AKK MASC den Mann einen Mann diesen Mann

DAT MASC dem Mann einem Mann diesem Mann

GEN MASC des Mannes eines Mannes dieses Mannes

The endings tell the real story:

definite and der-words show the full signal in every cell

ein-words hide the signal in only three places

possessives are just ein-words with a stem attached: mein Mann, meinen Mann, meinem Mann

What you are actually memorising

Do not try to memorise twenty separate tables.

Memorise this:

1. the definite grid

2. the three empty ein-word cells

3. the fact that der-words copy the definite grid

4. the fact that possessives copy the ein-grid

That is the architecture of the whole book.

How to Use This Book

1. Take the Pre-Test (Chapter 0). Every wrong answer points you to a specific chapter.

2. Read chapters in order. Each chapter fills in ONE cell (or one column) of the grid.

3. Watch the color codes. Blue = NOM, Red = AKK, Green = DAT, Purple = GEN. Your eye will learn the

pattern faster than your logical brain.

4. Do the trap pairs. Every chapter ends with 5 minimal-pair sentences that force you to distinguish

the new case from the previous one.

5. Come back to this grid. Every chapter recap shows the grid again, with the cells you've mastered

shaded in.
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