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Spanish A1 Grammar Cheat Sheet
A one-stop beginner reference covering the structures you need to build first conversations.

Essential sentence building

- Subject pronouns: yo, tu, el/ella, nosotros/as, vosotros/as, ellos/ellas.

- Basic order: subject + verb + object. Spanish often drops the subject when the verb is clear.

- Articles: el/la = the, un/una = a/an. Match article gender with the noun.

Core verbs

- Ser: identity or permanent description. Example: Soy estudiante.

- Estar: location or temporary state. Example: Estoy cansado.

- Hay: there is / there are. Example: Hay un libro en la mesa.

- Tener: age, possession, and common expressions. Example: Tengo 20 anos. Tengo hambre.

Present tense patterns

- -ar verbs: hablar -> hablo, hablas, habla, hablamos, hablan.

- -er verbs: comer -> como, comes, come, comemos, comen.

- -ir verbs: vivir -> vivo, vives, vive, vivimos, viven.

- High-frequency stem changers: poder -> puedo, querer -> quiero, pensar -> pienso.

Questions and negation

- Question words: que, quien, donde, cuando, por que, como, cuanto.

- Yes/no questions often keep normal order and rely on voice or question marks: ?Hablas ingles?

- Negation: put no before the verb. Example: No entiendo. No tengo tiempo.

Useful beginner frames

- Me gusta + noun / infinitive: Me gusta el cafe. Me gusta leer.

- Quiero + infinitive: Quiero practicar mas.

- Puedo + infinitive: Puedo ayudar.

- Voy a + infinitive for near future: Voy a estudiar esta noche.

Use this sheet as a fast review tool. Pair it with graded reading, short listening practice, and daily retrieval drills.


